COURSE SCENARIO 
Interdisciplinary Approaches to Nature in Urban Setting

CLASS 2
	TOPIC
	Early anthropological studies of urban research

	LEARNING CONTENT - DETAILED CHARACTERISTICS
	This lecture delves into the pioneering contributions of early anthropologists, including Redfield, Wilson, and Wirth, to the field of urban anthropology. We will explore their foundational works that laid the groundwork for understanding urban life, community dynamics, and the impact of urbanization on societies.

	KEY WORDS
	Urban anthropology, early urban studies, Louis Wirth, Robert Redfield, William Foote Whyte, urbanism as a way of life, great tradition and little tradition, street-corner society.

	SUGGESTED TOOLS
	Computer with internet connection and Microsoft Office or similar.

	TIPS / METHODOLOGICAL REMARKS
(If applicable)
	During the class, students are aimed to collaborate and participate actively, ask questions, clarification, discuss the early anthropological research, spot the similarities and differences.

	IMPLEMENTATION OF THE CLASSES 

	
STEP 1
	Lecturer briefly introduces the concept of urban anthropology and its significance in understanding human interactions within urban environments.
Explanation that early anthropological studies paved the way for examining the complexities of urban life through a cultural and sociological lens.

	
	STEP 2
	Introduction on Louis Wirth's seminal work "Urbanism as a Way of Life."
Lecturer explains Wirth's concept of urbanism and how he defined the city as a distinctive social environment.
Discussion on his identification of the characteristics of city life, such as impersonality, heterogeneity, and formal social relationships.

	
	STEP 3
	Lecturer presents Robert Redfield's anthropological study of the Mexican town of Tepoztlán.
Discussion developed on how Redfield investigated the impact of urbanization on traditional rural communities.
Lecturer explores his concept of the "great tradition" and "little tradition" to understand the tensions between urban and rural ways of life.

	
	STEP 4
	Lecturer examinse William Foote Whyte's study of the Italian-American slum in "Street Corner Society."
Presentation on how Whyte conducted participant observation to understand the dynamics of street-corner social groups.
Lecturer leads the dscussion the significance of his research in shedding light on the informal social networks and norms in urban neighborhoods.

	
	STEP 5
	Summary of the key takeaways from the lecture, emphasizing the foundational role of early urban anthropologists in shaping the field.
Discussion with students on the grounds on their previous lecture assignment (Urban reflections), Work card No. 1.



