
Selected issues of the contemporary world

CLASS 7 (Scenario 7)

TOPIC Poverty – part 2

LEARNING CONTENT 
- DETAILED 
CHARACTERISTICS

Summary of the kinds of poverty and causes of poverty presented in the class of
Katarzyna Ponikowska.
The poorest parts of the world/countries/counties/districts that students are aware
of with a discussion.
Case study:
A TV film crew is shooting in the streets of Cali searching for poor people, bums,
whores, street kids, in order to build a mise-en-scene of misery. An action film
simulating a documentary about filmmakers who exploit poverty for commercial
purposes. A scathing critic with a touch of black humour against “misery porn”
and the opportunism of those filmmakers who make “socio-political” films in the
Third World to make money and win prizes in Europe.
Screening of the short fiction film “The Vampires of Poverty” by Carlos Mayolo
and Luis Ospina.
Definition of a mockumentary.

KEY WORDS poverty, exploitation, mockumentary

SUGGESTED TOOLS film screening, group work

IMPLEMENTATION 
OF THE CLASSES

STEP 1 Summary  of  the  kinds  of  poverty  and  causes  of  poverty
presented in the class of Katarzyna Ponikowska in groups.

STEP 2 Presentation of the summaries.

STEP 3 Miro  board  –  pointing  out  the  poorest  parts  of  the
world/countries/counties/districts that students are aware of.

STEP 4 Discussion in plenum.

STEP 5 Definition of mockumentary and introduction into the film.

STEP 6 Screening of the short fiction film “The Vampires of Poverty”
by Carlos Mayolo and Luis Ospina.

STEP 7 Discussion  on  the  cases  of  “misery  porn”  in  the  European
media.

ADDITIONAL 
MATERIALS

1 FILM “The  Vampires  of  Poverty”,  1977,  dir.  Carlos  Mayolo  and
Luis Ospina, 29’

2  WORK
CARD

Al Jazeera’s text on misery porn in European media - pdf
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WORK CARD AL JAZEERA’S TEXT ON MISERY PORN IN EUROPEAN 
MEDIA








