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	CLASS 3 (Scenario 3)

	TOPIC
	Climate change and its consequences – part 2

	LEARNING CONTENT - DETAILED CHARACTERISTICS
	Summary of the consequences and threats of climate change presented in the class of Katarzyna Ponikowska.
Narrowing of the most immediate threats and consequences visible in the local environment and to the student’s everyday life.
Case study:
In water pump for the city of Warsaw there are 8 clams. The lives of millions of people depend on them. In case of contamination of water supply, the clams will close and automatically shut off the water for the city. The main scientist-malacologist watches over the system's operation. The film is a philosophical essay on dependence people from nature and the world around them.
Screening of the short film “Fat Kathy” by Julia Pelka, prod. Munk Studio.
Discussion on the solutions to important civilization problems based on nature or simple solutions that involve no advanced technology.

	KEY WORDS
	climate change, water supply, nature

	SUGGESTED TOOLS
	film screening, group work, Miro board

	IMPLEMENTATION OF THE CLASSES
	STEP 1 
	Summary of the consequences and threats of climate change presented in the class of Katarzyna Ponikowska.

	
	STEP 2
	Group work - narrowing of the most immediate threats and consequences visible in the local environment and to the student’s everyday life.

	
	STEP 3
	Presentation of the group results on the Miro board.

	
	STEP 4
	Screening of the short film “Fat Kathy” by Julia Pelka, prod. Munk Studio.

	
	STEP 5
	Discussion on the solutions to important civilization problems based on nature or simple solutions that involve no advanced technology.

	ADDITIONAL MATERIALS
	1 FILM
	SHORT FICTION FILM “Fat Kathy”, 2019, dir. Julia Pelka, prod. Munk Studio, 14’

	
	2 WORK CARD
	Text by Magdalena Walo





	WORK CARD
	TEXT BY MAGDALENA WALO
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“You grab a clam and it’s completely defenseless. All you can do is start looking after it.

It makes me want to care’ says a Warsaw malacologist, who devoted 30 years of his life

to catching approximately 20,000 mollusks from the Vistula River. After being caught, eight
mussels are then connected to computers using special equipment. The whole thing resem-
bles an intriguing gallery installation, while in fact it is quite an unusual security system
designed to protect people from toxic poisoning.

It turns out that it is not the case of a man caring for mussels, but rather the mussels potentially
saving the lives of the capital’s residents. It’s all thanks to a unique biomonitoring system in-
stalled in the capital’s water pump called Gruba Kaska (‘Fat Kathy’). Although the facility itself
attracts attention, it is not the main star of Julia Petka’s short documentary. The director aims
her camera at a woman known as ‘the queen of the cape’, the abovementioned malacologist,
and his inconspicuous pupils. The woman is a rather colourful character. She talks about her
life freely, shares her thoughts on various topics, and also has her own opinion about environ-
mental disasters. In turn, the man is extremely dedicated to his work, so much so that it also
creeps into his dreams - reminiscent of apocalyptic visions. What would happen if the mussels
failed to alert him to a toxic threat? How much do we, humans, owe to nature and how much
to technological advancements? Although they are both quite different persons, they share the
sense of inevitability in their daily lives.

Despite the depressing visions prophesied by the protagonists, it is difficult to come to the con-
clusion that the film has a pessimistic overtone. On the contrary, there is something reassuring
in the awareness that a man who carefully observes nature and cares for it can save himself.

@ MAGDALENA WALO
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