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CLASS 1
	TOPIC
	[bookmark: _Hlk139377977]City as a permanent human settlement: history, functions and importance 

	LEARNING CONTENT - DETAILED CHARACTERISTICS
	This topic focuses on the definition of “city” is a large and permanent human settlement that serves as a center for various social, economic, and cultural activities. The audience is introduced to key characteristics of cities: 1. A significant and relatively dense population; 2. Extensive physical infrastructure, including roads, bridges, buildings, utilities (such as water and electricity), transportation networks (such as public transit systems), and public services (such as police and fire departments); 3. Economic Function: a diverse range of industries, commerce, and employment opportunities; 4. A distinct system of governance with elected officials or administrative bodies; 5. Cultural and Social Significance. The exact characteristics of a city can vary between countries, regions, and jurisdictions, as they are often defined by specific laws, regulations, or historical factors.

	KEY WORDS
	City, Residents, Economic and Social significance

	SUGGESTED TOOLS
	Interactive lecture
Power-point presentation
Videos and readings about the concept of city
Handouts for analysis in groups
Discussion

	TIPS / METHODOLOGICAL REMARKS
(if applicable)
	Organization of the classes is interactive, following learning by doing and hands-on. All steps are detailed in the description 

	IMPLEMENTATION OF THE CLASSES 

	
STEP 1
	The lecturer introduces the audience to the history of the emergence of the term city: ancient Mesopotamia ("uru" or "unug"), ancient Egypt ("niwt"), ancient Greeks ("polis"), etc.
See Work Card 1

	
	STEP 2
	Discussion: the diverse forms of the emergence and development of settlements under the influence of cultural, societal, and historical factors

	
	STEP 3
	The lecturer focuses on the distinctive characteristics of modern cities: Population, Physical Infrastructure, Economic functions, Cultural and Social Significance

	
	STEP 4
	A special subject of comment is the spatial structure of cities, influenced by a multitude of factors, including historical context, cultural preferences, economic activities, transportation networks, and urban planning decisions

	
	STEP 5
	Learners discuss the relationship between the form and structure of cities and their dominant functions
See Work Card 2


 
ADDITIONAL MATERIAL - WORK CARD 1
WORK CARD 1 - ANCIENT CITIES AND THEIR FEATURES
 Watch the video “Uruk: Origins and Legends of History's Earliest City ”  
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7jQUwWtbFjE ) from the Geographics YouTube channel and answer the following questions bellow:  
1. Where did the city originate? What is the significance of its geographical location on the population influx and growth of the city?  
2. What is the structure of the city? How does this structure allow it to have the significance of a religious center?  
3. What are the main factors in the city's prosperity?  
4. What are the major achievements in the cultural history of mankind that are associated with Uruk?  
5. Briefly tell about your hometown: when did it come into being? What are its historical and contemporary features? What are the distinctive achievements of its population - history, economy, culture, art?  


ADDITIONAL MATERIAL - WORK CARD 2
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WORK   CARD   2  -   FORMS   AND   FUNCTIONS   OF   CITIES       Look   carefully   at   the   information   presented   and   connect   with   arrows  -   which   urban  functions most affect the spatial structure of cities?       City   Types   and   Their   Functions      

Compact   or   Dense   City         Concentric   or   Circular   City           Sectoral   City           Linear   or   Ribbon   City               Satellite   or   Suburban   City               Gridiron   or   Block   City  Acts   as   a   separate   urban   center,   providing   residential,   commercial,  and recreational functions outside the central city. Residential  neighborhoods, shopping centers, office complexes, educational  institutions,   recreational   facilities,   and   localized   services   catering   to  the needs of the local population.   Centralized   core   facilitates   administrative,   commercial,   and   cultural  functions, with gradual transition to less dense areas.Central  business district (CBD), government offices, financial institutions,  cultural landmarks, and historical sites in the core; residential,  commercial, and recreational activities radiating outward.     Regular   street   grid   facilitates   efficient   navigation,   land   division,   and  allocation of functions. Clearly defined blocks for residential,  commercial, and institutional purposes; organized transportation  networks; ease of movement and access to different areas of the  city.     Efficient   land   use   and   high   population   density   support   diverse  functions and activities within close proximity.   Mixed land uses, vibrant street life, walkability, accessibility to  amenities,   cultural   institutions,   and   employment   opportunities.     Zoning allows for specialization and efficient organization of  different functions and activities. Residential neighborhoods,  industrial   zones,   commercial   areas,   institutional   districts,   and  recreational spaces segregated into distinct sectors.   Urban development follows a linear corridor, often influenced by  geographic or transportation features. Transportation hubs, trade  and logistics activities, waterfront developments, linear parks, and  nodes   of   commercial   or   residential   development   along   the   corridor.  
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